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The International System in Transition and US- Taliban Relations
Niu Song

Since the end of the Cold War, the international system has seen great change and turmoil. This article examines US
— Taliban relations by dividing it into three periods, namely indirect support and limited contact (1994 2001); cracking—
down (9/11 events to 2009) , and trying to engage in the“ moderate Taliban’ while fighting extremist Taliban ( 2009 pres-
ent). Given the present international community characteristic of “one superpower and multiple big powers’ and the® fa
ding superpower’, the future of US— Taliban relations relies on developing a reasonable M iddle East policy as well as en-

larging the Islamic world s role in the global system.

Rural Development Programs in South Asia and Anti- poverty Options
Qin Yonghong & Dai Yonghong

Rural poverty is part of the widespread poverty in South Asia. After independence, South Asian governments have
launched different rural development programs such as Rural Community Development Programs, Integrated Rural Devel
opment Programs, Rural Public Works Programs and Micro- credit Programs, to rebuild rural infrastructures and instr
tutions as well as to achieve poverty reduction and eradication. The experience indicates that available anti— poverty strat
egy options include the development of less— favored areas; greater access to productive resources, agricultural technolo
gies and financial resources; and empow erment of rural women, indigenous peoples and marginalized groups. T hese meas-

ures help promote social transformation, non— farm em ployment and agricultural market access.

Economic and Trade Cooperation between India and ASEAN
Zuo Liancun & Jia Ning

Since the 1990s India has implemented the policy of looking the East. The economic and trade cooperation between
India and ASEAN has developed rapidly and showed gathering momentum. Moreover, the recent signature of India—
ASEAN FTA agreement will provide more trade and investment opportunities and promise a bright prospect for bilateral

economic and trade interact.

India s Agenda of Stimulating Economy under the Global Finance Crisis: An Analysis of Effects
FuZongping

This article analyses the effects of the global finance crisis on Indian economy and assesses the significance of India s
counter— measures of stimulating economy. According to the author, the policy has helped spur economic growth, trade

balance and enterprises performance in the short term, but failed to resolve the enduring problem with its fading effects.

Development of Garment Industry in Sri Lanka: Opportunities and Challenges
Tang Peng qt
Sri Lanka s garment industry started in the late 1970s and has come to be one of pillar sectors of the national econo
my. While facing the uncert ainties caused by EU GSP treatment and the global finance crisis, the industry has seized the
emerging opportunities to grow. T oday Sri Lanka is expected to become the “ Hong Kong for India’ and attract invest-

ments from India and the region at large and the garment industry has chance to contribute to this ambitious projection.

Cooper ation and Competition between China and India in Southeast Asia
Chen Jidong

The last years have witnessed paralleled developments of Smo— ASEAN and Indo— ASEAN relations. With Sino—
ASEAN Free Trade Area built and Indo— ASEAN “T rade in Goods Agreement” taking effect in 2010, China and India

will inevitably encounter each other on the platform of interacting with ASEAN. Despite great potentials for cooperation



