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European Union’s Status and Role in WTO
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Abstract: EU acts as a “great power” in international economic activities with its integration process and

becomes one of the leaders in the multilateral trading system. As one of the “duopoly” in WTO decision—

making mechanism, EU is seen as a leader of multilateralism after Seattle Conference. As a leader of WTO, EU

is the decision—maker of multilateral rules and becomes the beneficiary through various strategies and policies of

pragmatism, which can be reflected by the following realities: such as promoting multilateral trade liberalization

for interests, breaching WTO rules when necessary, using articles of “exceptions in principles” and becoming

the second user of multilateral dispute settlement mechanism.
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