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China’s foreign trade structure and industrial structure:
Deviation of mirror image from original image
Yuan Xin
Research Center of International Trade and Economics, School of International Trade and Economics,

Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510006

Abstract: A country’s industrial structure is actually the comprehensive reflection of its production factor endowments and the
way of their use. The structure of foreign trade is just the expansion of industrial structure in spatial scope. The two structures are
homologous. They have the coupling relationship of original image and mirror image. The reasons why foreign trade leads to the
upgrading of industrial structure lie in that the effects of scale economy of foreign trade activities favor the accumulation of tech-
nological progress so as to optimize industrial structure and upgrade foreign trade structure. But China’s foreign trade has not been
able to effectively promote the upgrading of industrial structure. China’s large number of processing trade activities with' both ends
at the outside” bring about the illusion of leading development of China’s foreign trade structure, which has no inevitable internal
links with China’s industrial structure, i. e., the' mirror image” of the foreign trade structure does not reflect its' original image” .
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